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About Oxford House, Inc. 

 
Oxford House, Inc. is the Delaware nonprofit, 501(c)(3) corporation that 
serves as the umbrella organization of the worldwide network of more than 
1,400 individual Oxford Houses.  Its central office is at 1010 Wayne Avenue, 
Suite 300, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910. 
 
Oxford House™ is a concept and system of operations based on the experi-
ence of recovering alcoholics and drug addicts who learned that behavior 
change is essential for recovery from alcoholism and drug addiction.  They 
also learned that Oxford House provided the living environment that could 
help them become comfortable enough with abstinent behavior to stay clean 
and sober without relapse. 
 
The Oxford House Manual© is the basic blueprint that provides the organiza-
tion and structure that permit groups of recovering individuals to successfully 
live together in a supportive environment.  All Oxford Houses are rented or-
dinary single-family houses in good neighborhoods.  There are Oxford 
Houses for men and Oxford Houses for women but there are no co-ed houses.  
The average number of residents per house is about eight with a range per 
house of six to sixteen.   
 
Oxford House works because it: (1) has no time limit on how long a resident 
can live in an Oxford House, (2) follows a democratic system of operation, 
(3) utilizes self-support to pay all the household expenses, and (4) adheres to 
the absolute requirement that any resident who returns to using alcohol or 
drugs must be immediately expelled.  Oxford House provides the missing 
elements needed by most alcoholics and drug addicts to develop behavior to 
assure total abstinence.  It provides the time, peer support and structured liv-
ing environment necessary for long-term behavior change to take hold. 
 
Individuals living in an Oxford House learn or relearn values and responsible 
behavior. Slowly but surely residents develop long-term behavior to assure 
comfortable sobriety – forever.  Some individuals live in Oxford Houses a 
few months, others live there for many years.  The residents develop each 
Oxford House into a place where they can learn to live a responsible life 
without the use of alcohol and drugs.   
 
2010 sets another successful benchmark toward Oxford House’s goal of pro-
viding enough recovery homes for every alcoholic and drug addict in recov-
ery to have the opportunity for Oxford House living to achieve lifelong re-
covery without relapse.  With 35 years of steady growth and successful re-
covery outcomes, it is clear that the 35-year old traditions, processes and pro-
cedures permit Oxford House organization to grow and preserve quality con-
trol throughout its network of individual houses.   
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1975-2010 

 
 
 

35 Years of Organized Self-Help To Enable Alcoholics and Drug Ad-
dicts to Recover Without Relapse 

 
 

• Providing Sole Authority for Oxford House Charters 

• Providing Technical Assistance to Establish New 
Oxford Houses 

• Providing Technical Assistance to Keep Existing Ox-
ford Houses on Track 

• Providing Organization of Chapters to Help Houses 
Help Themselves 

• Providing the Time, Living Environment and Support 
to Enable Alcoholics and Drug Addicts to Achieve 
Recovery Without Relapse 

• Providing the Legal, Philosophical, and Scientific 
Framework for a Cost-effective, Worldwide Net-
work of Supportive Recovery Housing. 

 
 
 

Write or Call 
 

Oxford House World Services 
1010 Wayne Avenue, Suite 300 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

 
Telephone 301-587-2916 
Facsimile 301-589-0302 

E-Mail Info@oxfordhouse.org 

Web Site: www.oxfordhouse.org 

 

(Copies of this report can be downloaded from the Web Site)




